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Abstract

This study examines the field of values education focusing on teaching the
subject of Jewish Holidays in two different schools who participate in the TALI
program in state-run schools. The research focuses on the way educational
staff members deal with values education and the manner in which they teach
the values of Judaism in the framework of the TALI program, and then
analyzes them in accordance with recent trends in the field of Jewish
education in the general sector and the underlying educational-moral
dilemmas that challenge this sector.

The TALI program was started in 1976 as a result of an educational
initiative of a group of parents from Jerusalem, most of who were immigrants
from the U.S. These parents were searching for an alternative to the national
and religious-national education systems, and wished to create an
educational setting that would emphasize the engagement with the Jewish-
Israeli-modern identity of the student, and in addition would educate for
Jewish values alongside universal, liberal and pluralistic ones (Dror, 2008;
Horowitz, 1999; Levine, 1995; Shikley, 2004; The TALI Foundation).

The TALI program has gone through many changes but today it is
recognized by the Ministry of Education (The Ministry of Education, 2005) and
is included in the general curriculum as an optional program. The program
was chosen for this study because of its uniqueness in the general-national
education landscape. Together with the parents, a school chooses to
participate in the program.

The teaching staff formulates the learning and the value content according

to each school's individual needs. The program is a systemic program that
encompasses all the activities of the school (the TALI Foundation).
The research method that was chosen for this study is case study, which
mainly focuses on a unique case or unique phenomenon, a closed system
with clear boundaries (bounded system). This system is dynamic and complex
and the researcher tries to understand its characteristics and complexities,
while paying attention to the relevant aspects for his/her research (Halpert
and Shelsky, 2007).



The research took place in two national elementary schools that operate the
TALI program. The Tkuma School is situated in a mixed city in the center of
the country and the Brosh School is situated in a large community locality in
the Jerusalem area (the names of the school were changed for reasons of
confidentiality). The research monitored the way the teachers cope with
teaching a subject from the TALI curriculum: "The Jewish calendar: holidays
and festive days" (The Ministry of Education, 2005), and included content
analysis of the curriculum and the TALI textbooks regarding the subject of
holidays. Throughout the study, interviews were held with teacher-educators
who teach the TALI subjects and observations of classes and ceremonies
about the holidays of Israel were conducted.
The research questions:
1. How does the TALI program for Israeli holidays, deal with the
educational and moral dilemmas of the general-national sector?
2. How does the educational staff deal with the moral outlook and the
pedagogical approach of the TALI program?
3. In what way does the educational staff use the TALI program to deal
with the educational and moral dilemmas in their on school?
The analysis of the TALI program for teaching Israeli holidays, and the
textbooks on the subject, revealed the characteristics that make the program
unique, and differentiate it from the traditional approach for teaching the
subject of holidays. In addition, the analysis of the interviews made it possible
to learn about the day-to-day coping strategies of the teachers, and provided
an understanding of their adaptation process to the program. The findings
show that the TALI program does offer a possible solution for the diverse
problems that arose in the field of values education in the general sector.
Studies have shown that in the general sector there is great concern and
confusion regarding values education and there is suspicion and alienation
towards the study of Judaism (Dror, 1999; The Ministry of Education, 1994).
The TALI program offers a systemic approach towards values education in
the school; requires incorporating the teaching staff in formulating the
educational values and adapting them to the needs of the community the
school serves; and requires inclusion of the parents in the school decision to

join the program. In the field of Jewish education, the program requires that



the teaching staff formulate the Jewish nature of the school in a manner that
is accepted by all of its populations. The TALI program offers a new approach
towards values education, by allowing the schools to establish their own
stance to teaching Judaism and to the moral content they teach.

At the two schools included in this study the author found that the program
promoted awareness of values education and enhanced the engagement in
Jewish heritage. In the Brosh School, which has been in the program longer,
there was an encompassing systemic change in the spirit of TALI: the school
has established an educational language and a moral code that is understood
and used by the students and the staff. In Tkuma School that has been
utilizing the TALI program for two years, awareness of educational and moral
issues has developed and the teachers have began engaging with moral
issues in their school.

The current study shows that teachers face a complex challenge when
introducing the TALI program into the school and they have to adapt to a
number of educational aspects that differentiate the TALI program from the
standard way of teaching in the educational system. First, the TALI program is
based on a constructivist educational approach, whereas the traditional
approach in the educational system is positivistic. Second, the TALI program
encourages a pluralistic approach and critical thinking towards the values of
Judaism, whereas in the general curriculum it is customary to teach Jewish
content as closed issues that are not open for criticism. On the educational
level, the TALI program requires the teaching staff to think in a systemic
manner and to engage actively in the moral atmosphere of the entire school.
On the pedagogical level, the teachers have to develop critical thinking and to
encourage their pupils to do so as well. Team members' methodology should
rely on research and discovery and their teaching must allow pupils to learn
through experience.
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The results show that the ability of the schools and the teachers to operate
TALI program differs, and that the ability to apply the program successfully,
depends on the unique characteristics of each school and the ability and
willingness of the teaching staff to Participate in the implementation of the
program.

Brosh School wanted to improve pupil knowledge in the field of Judaism
and Israeli heritage in, and to define the moral education in the school, and
focused mainly on the social sphere. The educational staff understood the
principles of the program and its goals and followed them; the teachers used
the TALI program actively; they used it to solve conflicts in the classroom and
took advantage of the moral messages that came up at the different holidays
for educational and social objectives in their classrooms.

Tkuma School is faced with a complex reality: a weak population, many
pupils in special education and pupils from all three religions. The school has
to understand what the goals of joining the TALI program are: should the
school reinforce only Jewish studies or should the school use the TALI
program to try to find an educational moral direction that meets the needs of
all the pupils in the school. The general curriculum does not provide this
unique school with a moral framework and for the time being it is entrenched
in the institutional ideology of the educational system (Karmon, 2007) that
ignores the culture background of the Arab pupils in the general Jewish sector
and does not offer a curriculum for mixed schools. The TALI program gives
the school the opportunity to overcome the institutional ideology in which it is
stuck and establishes a unique ideology that best suits its needs. In order for
this to take place, it has to encourage the teaching staff to think profoundly
about its educational and moral goals.

In conclusion, the TALI program incorporates a new approach in the field
of education and pedagogy, and applies it to Jewish studies, making it
challenging and relevant for the teachers and the pupils. By doing so, the
TALI program provides a possible response to the problems that arise in the
national education system in the field of Jewish studies. In addition, the

program introduces a process that is meant to generate moral environment at
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school, where the moral content is formulated by the teaching staff of the
school and is decided on together with the community it serves. The TALI
program is complex and calls for a gradual adaptation process, within a
structure that requires and enables the educational staff to think profoundly
about the educational direction most appropriate for the school, and how to

adapt to a new educational and pedagogical approach.



This work was carried out under the supervision of
Doctor Deborah Court and Doctor Nurit Kirsh

School of Education, Bar Ilan University



BAR-ILAN UNIVERSITY

Values Education in Non-Religious Jewish
Israeli Schools

A Case Study of Tali Schools

Inbar Viner-Mimar

Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirement for the
Master's Degree
in the School of Education,
Bar-Ilan University

Ramat Gan, Israel 2013



