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S and educatorwho Spentmany years
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in Israel that the idea behind

“the Tali schools could only have
come from the American Jewish

" scene. Only the cultural miliey -
found thereé counld have generated

‘ ,modelsthathavebecomethebasis
" . of this positive approach to -lb-
eral and tolerant Jewish religious

- - living and education. The need
" i.for such a school had not been-
‘noticed by the educatioaal aod
‘ religious establishment I here, but -
itwas palofully obvious to a small
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1 -_servative background, most, pr
+*them rabbis and- educators, who ;.
- came in the large wave of western .
a}iyah after the Six-Day War,

' tisasad but pointed commen.
tary on the religious situaﬂon ‘ :
" that were available Jor our children, "

TR the educatignal and religious '

it -group of Amerléan Jews of Con- "

made aliyah 11;1971 recalls: "When -

.we looked at the educational options...

| wewere not happy. The weaénesses Q/
" both systems were clear. - e
“The state-refigions schools ‘were
ngaﬁc and imposed religious bél
bavioron children ared tbezrfamzlzes_\
eya’z dn'tdeal witbjewtsb tradition

its bistorical context, and tﬁey
c?uldn t cope with . the Dluralistic .
naiure of a broad spectrum of inter:
. ests in Jewish culture. The State-secti-:
Iar schools didn't take Jewish tradi<:
= tzon seriously. - They lacked a Jewish;

school age, o envxs:on an aiternative
to'this situation, based on tolerance

in the Camp Ramah movement, was
- one of the founders of the Tali schools.
In the late 1960s and eary 1970s,

_‘ws%—Ncrr&r-*ﬁunerrcans—ccmmg o
Jerusalern moved into the French

... Hill-Ramat Esh;gol__ areas. Arzt, who .

and pluralism, the treatment of Jew- T
ish texts in their historical context,
and . religious education based on. -
actual experience. “We bad worked s
| th Zinerican soctely and this find of
approach was second nature 10 s ~m
: with one major difference. . -
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the U.S., it was our duty io tell our
- members that ‘we think you should

observe Shabbat,” or other kinds of
Jewtsh observance. Since our idea

became part of the state schools bere,
- we could not do that. We could not
impose a specific pattern of bebavior
on puptls or thefr families, We can
say, however, that ‘we think Jewish
tradition 15 important,’ and that we
teach Judaism through the religious
experiences that we create, such as
Prayer. But we can’t iwn children
against their parents,” o

. Yhe idea developed by this -
Tgroup of newcomers eventu-
: ally became “Tali,” an acronym

- that. stands for “"Tigbur Limudei
Yahadut” (Enhanced Jewish Studies).
Fighting the educational establish-
ment to get this idea. accepted and
-ranslated into reality was not easy.
‘The Tali network started in 1976 with
three classes (37 children) housed in
“asbestos shacks. Today there are 2,600 |
pupils in fifieen T2li units all over the
country, which include primary
schools, kindergartens, 2nd combined
junior-high and high school. Four
new schools are now in the works.

. ¢ Arzt npvui serves as the director of

- the Tali Education Fund, which was

established by the Foundation for

Masorti (Conservative) judaism in

- Israel. Contributions from “Friends of
Tali" abroad are channeled to the
schools through this fund, which -

" works in conjunction with the Minis-
try of Education. The scheols them-
selves, Arzt stressed, have no formal

. affiliations with ie-the -Mésorrj--Move:

T Y
“.. = -o:.‘g-——-f-\
=]

* Looking back from today's per-

LW incredible what we wens
through in-those early years, with
constant battles and thregrs of clo-

know if it was just the mishegos of
Some olim who wanted to solye their
- own problems. But now we know that
therefsa broadcross-section ofbeople
who want 10 take part in their Jewish
beritage, provided it is bandled in a
totally different way than tn the state-
religious schools,” I

B B arbara Levin, principal of
'-1-: the first 'Tali_‘ schoot (the
8.4 Frankel school in French Hill);
Wwas also part of the group of parents
that got the project going. She is a
graduate of the Jewish educators’
program .run -jointly by Columbia
University and the Jewish Theologi-
cal Seminary, and served as 2 Syna-
gogue educational director. before
making aliyah in 1969, .., .

meelings and arguments . with. the

struggles.oflater years to expand and
sustain the network, “Before Zevulun
Hammer becamé_ Minister of Educa-

when the idea of the Tali schools first
‘surfaced. But once be became Minis-

belped us overcome the reststance of
the educational bureaucracy, which
tends to fight any kind of change. He
apparently regarded what we were
doing as part of bis broader Dlan to
introduce more L‘ijudaism o the

schools. §

Bpective, Arzt says that “When we .
Started the whole thing, we didnt -

~--She recalls the, endlesstroﬁr;d 6}'

|_municipal and governmental authori.... -
testin 1974-75, not 1o mention the -

Hon, be'd said “over my dead body’

ler in 1977, be was very positive, and

Sure, not 10 mention a-very ugly
‘campaign against us by the Chief
Rabbinate, "recalls Lévin. The grou p's
Struggle seems 1o have been marked
by a very American combination of -
idealism, naivete, and dogged insis-
lence on securing their rights as par-
enis to determine a portion of the
educational content of the schools —
a right which is indeed laid down in
the State Education Law of 1953, and
which had .been largely forgotien
uantil revived by Tali. This provision

later served as the basis forthe forma- | -

tion of the Labor Movement School in
Jerusaiem’s Katamon quarter, .
Levinrecalled the complimentpaid
to the group’s persistence by Yosef
Gadish, the late deputy mayor of
Jerusalem. "Wewerein bisoffice aborst
two or three times a week in those
Yyears. He oncetold us that most people
who wanted something badly from
the municipality would usually iry to

-get-it-by—tuming--over tables-—Vou

Dbeople are unique,* be said, because
Yyou managed to change things while
acting like menschen.” It.is largely -

.thanks fo the support of Hammer and
Gadish, she said, that the Tali schools}
exist today,

Levin's  professional connection
with the Tali schools began in Sep-
tember, 1977, when her daughter
‘Rachel began first grade. This spring,
Rachel and about 15 other children
from that group of “guinea pigs” are
gradualing” from the Masorti High
School, an outgrowth of Frankel
School. Rachel's class is the first group
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ﬁ?éfftﬁ i the Tali framework.
vifi noted that the ‘Tali schools

have - introduced -not~only 2 new

all the way from first grade to .

parents particfpating

approach in religious education but -
othereducar.tonalmnovanons aswell, |-
- miost rooted in- the American .

experience. “When I first came bere

“and $atin on classes in the schools,

what I saw blew my mind. The art
department in the Ministry of Educa-
Hom. would decide what pictures the
children would draw, and at what

" time of the year, in all schools all over
 the country. This was really extreme
centralization. In ourschool, wevary

" teaching styles and encourage crea-

tive teaching. - -

: "One of the reasons some mintstry ]

: oﬂiciais opposed Tali in-the begin-
ning was that it was heavtly based on
parent involjement. Some of them
were aghast at this. They said, You've |
. got to be crazy to let parents into the -
scbool In-our scbool the parenis -

cooperate with the staff, Some teach
 the activity groups, belp out with re-
. pairs, and even assist in devcioping
‘| currculum guidelines. Theexperien- -
Hal element {s part and parcel of our "
currictilem, including celebration of

Shabbat and _bolidays,” and ‘we

pan‘icfpation

 Levin said that the piurahsrn and
tolerance encouraged in the religious

sphere has also influenced the gen-

" eral social atrosphere in the school.
“With us it 1§ naturally understood -

that people can be different. This
applies to all areas of life. Cver the
years children who've gone through
some trauma or who are different

bave been referred especially to us. |k >
And we also have more children of '|#%
oIfmtbananyorberpdmao,scboolm |y

town.”

A by-product of intensive pa.rent h

involvement was the formation of
enrichment classes, years before the
Ministry of Education stigmatized this
as “gray education.” Levin says: "No
kids are left out of these classes, which
now cover subjects that used to be
taught in regular school bours. The
Sfamilies that can’t pay are subsidized
by the rest. We can afford to do this

- 2m educator who has contrb-.
ur;ed to the development of Tali is

jewish Education Unit at Tel Aviv.
University. Zissenwine, who proudly
says that he has worked in Ramah
camps for 26 surnmers, made aliyah
in 1976. For the past eight years he
has headed the specsal carriculum
' development’ for the Tali schools.
‘The - materials produced so far

high school that mtegrates rabbinic

now in prepamuon o

encouraged to look at the totality of
society. * Everything s »related. The

compartments, euenatunwersitylevel

 schools, for exampie, to relate history

l-_and_I‘almud or to derive modern |

maral Isssons from traditional texts.

traditional commeniaries. We want
10 See how Jewish: life developed

Jewish life was connected 10 the gen—
eml culrune in eacb era.

- because we bave a bigb pmporﬁon of I

- nothéf Bféﬁ with ab’ackground
as a Conservative rabbi and--

- David Zisserrwine; chzirmmam of the—]

include. units on the:holidays, hu- -
manistic and democfatic values as’
taught through the 1[weekly ‘Torah
portion, 2nd.a curriculum for the Tali -

literature,” history, and Isrzel social |
studies.. A curriculumr on prayer is.

- “In American education, we are.'.
system bere looks at things in narrow .
It wouldn’t- occur to- the ‘religious

They stress mastery of the text and '

tbmugbout the ages, and 1o see bow .

- %y 11th grade, for example, the
kids study Medieval responsa litera-

texts, but lo understand that Jeurish
society atthat time badto answer a lot
--0f questions about bow to relate to the
Gentile world, and that judaism 15
-not something : divorced from ‘the

" atallsorts of CONtempPOrary Lreations,
Hke the postry of Naomi Shemer and
Leab Goldt: °rg,' which arereally Secu-
lar prayers' that one day may be in-
‘cornporated irio the  prayerbook.

“The general lesson that we try to

_ convey to the puplls s that you can

make changes, buttbat to change you

mustﬁrstm?owtbepr‘mgofesonwbicb

“tradition is based.” Zissenwine ar-

“Talf schools in a way that 15 also very
| American. "Our aim is to produce

well-educated, committed Jews -and
Israeli citizens. Webope they'll choose
‘to be observant, but if they dor'i, this

" the schoals. We want them io be able
to make an informed cboice, not to
conform. because - they bave . been
indoctrinated. ; We want them .to
- understanid and appreciate fudaism
by baving studied and experienced it.

 We bope i cultivate the kind of com-

"'ir“:{fme_ﬁt'faat‘ahcwsfortofemnceand
.consideration of other views.”

'__Cbarles Hoffman was born and raised
' in Texas, graduated from Brandels Uni-
- versity ('G8), ‘and made alivab in 1970

Heserves as the ]ewtsr.r Aﬁ'azrs Editor of the
: jerwale.m Posr L

" ture. The atin bere is not just to study -

Heulates the educational aiim of the

should nct be regarded as a failure of
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