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the part of Jews to grapple with one of the central problems
of their existence in this modern age: is it possible to
maintain a firm Jewish identity in a pluralistic world? Is
the almost total assimilation of many modern Jews to the
norms and dictates of Western culture inevitable under
present circumstances? Is it necessary for the individual to
isolate himself within a Jewish ghetto in order to maintain
his Jewishness? Or is it possible to combine the best of
world culture with our Jewish tradition and, as a result,
emerge all the stronger?... We cannot expect the younger
generation to serve in the army, remain in Israel, and
contribute meaningfully to its society without supplying it
with the knowledge and commitment to reinforce it in its
tasks, without elucidating the meaning of the state of Israel
and its significance in Jewish life.
Attempts to translate Jewish tradition into terms of
appropriate for our times, namely to create a Jewish
Paideia, has been sporadic and limited. This indeed is
‘the greatest ow&_gmm_ culturally and spiritually facing
our people, no less important than political and security
concerns. Without a modern Jewish Paideia ,... our people
will rapidly become, at best a body without a soul, and
at worst bereft of both... Time is running out, but its far
from too late. Israeli society has at its disposal the means
with which to address and deal with these issues. The
question is only do we care enough to act, and to act with
the necessary speed and scope.
What were some of our objectives in establishing a
Masorti school in Israel? for the present we will focus on
four spheres:
First and foremost, the school's task was to provide a
deep and comprehensive knowledge of Jewish tradition
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Jews have always had to address the question of their
relationship to the world around... asking whether they
should adopt, reject or selectively accept its influences.
Each age proposed different solutions, but the large
majority almost always advocated a synthesis, to a greater
or lesser extent... Tragically, such responses have been
all too rare in Israel, and the loss of a serious Jewish
identification and commitment in the }ves of most Israelis
bears witness to our failure... it can be said that the attempt
to establish a school of this kind was but another effort on




811 "Sprw 7K | o0 TR YW INTORT DY IWIN 00T

POP0AN TR NOPON DR PRVING YK TI07 *Dnon NT7w3a 013707

9N NIAVAN PP DDA YN MR DN NP DY

AR TTIONM DPTIN N101 PI0PPN DR 1P 12901 TnP? 1son . -
JIPITTIR VAN NTIPIN

OTPNI, NITTY MY MW PN, 00970 7PN 1900 173 Swnen e
MaNa AIEHM NY2IPNHR N WY A7 Do MY oYY movsn
TR

APRAN 71 N MPWY NPOPT QTN MDYy TpY 00[ A .
07Ny [Wwan 7T N0 NPNAR 10 DT

PN TPNYYT TNNDWEY TRYAN DY 8UNn nR? o A be mes .
TPIPIN APIDINA P {1212 TR 210 AMNDT AMYI0 N BT By
J1poR NP2 oemd A

OTRS NTLINST P 0PSOITNN DT RO 1P Y wiT Bur -
JSTINN

1P BPIPYT DTYEAY TSN ARIWN TR WP AYR I7Inon Y DNw om1
JIRAN 07IW3 PPN NOIPRI M0PY O0°DoN D00

"Y1 NI2INY "NETINY QUTINY 2N 2

PRTNY YA THIPRYN WITO MYTy DUHPYn JRD hTne TTRYon
W 5w PPINNE ATANAD KDY LI AYTIng” 1on v nenrnn
THORA JPVMODT ANTA XY UYN IR R YW Onwl IR IrhR
AR TPIIAY FWORY 1720 K2 DW DiPIAT 191 EIIwrs oy vmnt

SX MIN7IY AT SR IRAITY TEIPYR DYOROMT 10 TR RY AR Ny Jund 11
JRIY) PN YW DTINYPR DI IRTYIN R nYY .o Y monhn?
27T SRR IRTIWA W 7 ,ORNR MPINAY TR BTN N (1995
(2009)

WYYIN OPATANN MITYTS 0TI YR DR PANDD 172 I T IR 12
ATYn TP AYTIY NN YW T DEP N PN nwna ovnon
AT DIRAZ AT DAY PAND NAY 190 1735 VIR 1P 2Wn KD RY
JITTR

TROHTID TP TINa YA | 80

and culture... Israel cannot afford to offer its children
a comprehensive and sophisticated education in
mathematics, science, computer while at the same time
presenting a superficial and shallow program of studies
in Judaica...

- Experiencing Judaism is vitally important to the child
learning about his heritage. Jewish tradition is based
on both the knowledge of our literary sources as well
on living experiences and contact with traditional
practices...

- The curriculum of our school is not characterized
primarily by the amount of material covered, but by its
gualitative value and mode of presentation... - Every
educational institution must also relate to the values
embedded in Jewish tradition. These values ought
to inform the life of the school and its curriculum
(Levine, 1983).
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In the Conservative movement in the US, it was our duty

to tell our members that "we think you should observe

Shabbat", or other kinds of Jewish observance. Since our

idea became part of the state schools here, we could not do

that. We could not impose a specific pattern of behavior

on pupils and their families. We can say however, that "we

think Jewish tradition is important”, and that we teach

Judaism through the religious experiences that we create,

such as prayer. But we can't turn children against their

parents (Hoffman, 1984).
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The general lesson that we try to convey to the pupils is that
you can make changes (in tradition), but that to change you
must first know the principles on which tradition is based. ..
Our aim is to produce well-educated, committed Jews and
Israeli citizens. We hope they'll choose to be observant,
but if they don't, this should not be regarded as a failure of
the schools. We want them to be able to make an informed
choice, not to be conformed because they have been
indoctrinated. We want them to understand and appreciate
Judaism by having studied and experienced it. We hope to
cultivate the kind of commitment that allows for tolerance
and consideration of other views (Hoffman, 1984).
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