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Summary

A process called the “ideology of socialization” takes place in different societies
around the world. This process encapsulates the worldviews, beliefs and attitudes
which guide policymakers in formulating the curriculum and knowledge which are

imparted in the different educational frameworks within a society.

In Israel, from early childhood through high school, the education system serves as a
significant socializing agent in the process of imparting the knowledge which is
considered proper and worthy, and this impacts the perceptions and attitudes of the
members of society (Lamm:2000). Through its various sectors — independent, state
and state-religious — the education system in Israel educates its students according to
the “ideology of socialization” which is compatible with the worldview of each
education sector (Aden et al:2001). This process shows the difference in the material
taught in each of the sectors according to the desired ideology. One of the main tools
available to the education system is the curricula written by content experts and
policymakers, who decide what is included in each curriculum and in the teaching

units which comprise it.

Over the past decade a new educational track has arisen in the Israeli education
system: the integrated track. In this track, secular and religious students study together
from early childhood all the way to high school and even in pre-military preparatory

frameworks.

In this study, a comparison will be made between teaching units in each of the
streams: state, state-religious and the integrated track, on the topic of the “Modeh

Ani” prayer which is said upon waking each day. The comparison will expose the
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process of socialization in each of the curricula, according to the theological

approaches in each of the Jewish populations.

Research question: What is the “ideology of socialization” of the theological ideology

in each of the curricula?

This question is based on the assumption that the study of curricula may serve as a

tool to understand the culture in which the program operates (Kizel:2012).

Two teaching units from each sector were selected. These teaching units are intended
for students aged 10-13, in 5 and 6" grades at the end of elementary school, and 7

and 8" grades at the beginning of junior high school.

The goals of the study are to identify the way that the contents of the units on the
“Modeh Ani” prayer reflect a certain educational worldview. A second goal is to
examine the “cultural ideology” of the teachers which reflects their personal

perceptions of the text and of the field of knowledge (Deitcher:2016).

The research combines document analysis and interviews, thus enabling a more in-
depth and comprehensive view of the study units through primary and secondary

sources (Shkedi:2007).

The research findings reveal two main elements that appear in the teaching units and

in the interviews:

1. The element of consciousness — that is, the theological approach: the variety of

attitudes toward and opinions of belief in God in each of the educational sectors.
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2. The element of skill and practice — meaning, the pedagogical means used in the
teaching units to advance the process of socialization of theological concepts in each

sector.

The theological concepts which are characteristic of each sector can be expressed

through the following two elements:

1. In the state religious educational system, there is a process of socialization to a

"Religious theological approach” (Deitcher:1993).

2. In the secular educational system, there is a process of socialization to a "Secular

theological approach™ (Funkenstein:1986).

3. The new findings in this study show that in the integrated educational system
"Hameshalev", there is a process of socialization to a "Dialogue-based theological

approach”.
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